The 1950’s

1950 - Pres. Harry Truman approves production of the hydrogen bomb and sends air force and navy to 
Korea in June.

1951 - Transcontinental television begins with a speech by Pres. Truman. 

1953 - 1961 Dwight D. Eisenhower  is president. 

1952 - The Immigration and Naturalization Act of 1952 removes racial and ethnic barriers to becoming a 
U.S. citizen. 

1953 - Julius and Ethel Rosenberg are electrocuted in Sing-Sing for their part in WWII espionage. 

1953 - Fighting ends in Korea. 

1954 - U. S. Senator Joseph McCarthy begins televised hearings into alleged Communists in the army. 

1954 - Racial segregation is ruled unconstitutional in public schools by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

1955 - Rosa Parks refuses to give up her seat on a public bus in Montgomery, Alabama. 

1955 - Dr. Jonas Salk  developed a vaccine for  polio

1956 - The Federal Highway Act is signed, marking the beginning of work on the interstate highway 
system. 

1958 - Explorer I, the first U.S. satellite, successfully orbits the earth. 

1958 - The first domestic jet-airline passenger service is begun by National Airlines between New York 
City and Miami. 

1959 - Alaska and Hawaii become the forty-ninth and fiftieth states.
Science Fiction became more popular with the actual possibility of space travel, Ray Bradbury wrote The Martian Chronicles & Fahrenheit 451.  Spaceships of the 1950's Isaac Asimov wrote I, Robot, and other books about worlds to be discovered.  Other famous books of the 1950’s include J. D. Salinger-The Catcher in the Rye;   John Steinbeck- East of Eden; Lorraine Hansbury - A Raisin in the Sun; Langston Hughes - Laughing to Keep from Crying; James Baldwin - Go Tell It on the Mountain.    

Fads and Fashion – 

The 1950’s was a time of conservatism and anticommunist feeling which ran throughout much of society.  The phrase "under God" was added to the Pledge of Allegiance. Religion was seen as an indicator of anti-communism. Men wore gray flannel suits and women wore dresses with pinched in waists and high heels. French fashion designers such as Dior, Chanel and Givenchy were popular and copied in America.  Parks like Disneyland were first built. Gender roles were strongly held, girls played with Barbie dolls, boys with Roy Rogers, Davy Crockett and other Western figures.  Drive-in movies became popular for families and teens. Cars were seen as an indicator of prosperity and being cool. Highways and shopping malls were also on the rise.
Fashion successes were Bill Blass and his blue jeans, poodle skirts made of felt and decorated with sequins and poodle appliqués, pony tails for girls, and flat tops and crew cuts for guys.  Saddle shoes and blue suede shoes were popular. Teenagers were defined as a separate generation and were represented by James Dean who wore blue jeans in Rebel Without a Cause. Fad hits with kids were toys like hula hoops, anything western and silly putty.
Questions:

1 - 
What event from the 1950’s timeline has the most impact on today?  Explain
2 -
Which books from the second paragraph have you read or heard of?

3 - 
What fad or fashion trends from the 1950’s are still popular or common today?

4 - 
What are some characteristics of popular culture from the 2000’s?

5 - 
Create a Venn Diagram comparing popular culture of the 1950’s and 2000’s.

Extra Credit -  Research more information about life in the 1950’s and create a more extensive Venn Diagram.  Diagrams should be neat and presentable with images to help portray the changes in style since the 1950’s. 
