ProQuest Standards-Based Learning Activity
Who Started World War I?
A Social Studies Lesson -- Teacher Procedures
APPROPRIATE FOR: Social Studies, Grades 6-8
TIMELINE: Two class periods
Social Studies Standards Addressed Through This Lesson
NCSS: http://www.educationworld.com/standards/national/soc_sci/index.shtml
VIII. Science, Technology and Society

Middle Grades

c. describe examples in which values, beliefs, and attitudes have been influenced by new scientific and technological knowledge, such as the invention of the printing press, conceptions of the universe, applications of atomic energy, and genetic discoveries; Related Themes: I, II, III, V, IX, X.
IX. Global Connections

Middle Grades

b. analyze examples of conflict, cooperation, and interdependence among groups, societies, and nations; Related Themes: V, VI.
Learning Expectations/Objectives
· Students will use ProQuest learning resources to learn about the origins of World War I.
· Students will use ProQuest to learn about the responsibility that the key players in the war had in entangling the world into what became known as World War I.
· Students will use ProQuest to learn about the Paris Peace Conference and the role that U.S. President Wilson played in it.
· Students will use their research to prepare an argument for debate.
· Students will reenact a Paris Peace Conference debate over which power was responsible for the outbreak of World War I.
MATERIALS
· Computer with printer and access to SIRS and/or eLibrary
· Printer paper
· Pens and paper for note-taking
ACTIVITY Process: Directions to the Teacher
Description of Activity
The goal of this lesson is for students to be able to debate which power was responsible for the outbreak of World War I. Students will research the causes of the outbreak of World War I on ProQuest in preparation for a (limited) reenactment of the Paris Peace Conference.
Background Information/Scenario
To understand the rise of America as a world leader, one must understand the causes and effects of the Great War, World War I.
World War I had a tremendous impact on world history. The war caused a great shift in power away from the colonial empires of Europe and towards the growing power of the United States of America.
These origins of World War I have always been under great debate. Who started it? Why? In trying to answer these questions, we must become witnesses to changes that were going on in the world at the time. 
Many people point the finger at Serbia for starting World War I, due to its role in the assassination of Arch Duke Ferdinand. This assassination is widely believed to be the spark that started the war. But a further investigation leads to more questions about the role that other nations played in the outbreak of the war. 
This excerpt from one of the ProQuest Editor’s Choice Web Sites opens up the topic for discussion:
Conflicting National Interests 
By the early 1900's the emergence of new nations such as Germany and Italy and the decline of old empires like Austria and Turkey had changed the former balance of power in Europe. Unrest in many nations within Austria-Hungary threatened the unity of the empire. Austria tried to dominate the Balkans in order to check the anti-Habsburg propaganda coming from Serbia. Germany supported Austria's Balkan policy, for she herself planned to exploit the rich resources of Asia Minor and for that purpose needed a railway route through friendly territory in the Balkans. At the same time Russia was scheming for an extension of the Slav ascendancy to Constantinople and through Serbia to the Adriatic. Great Britain and France, despite the fact that they possessed the largest overseas empires, were disturbed lest some power might seek to obtain a 'place in the sun' at their expense. Imperialism thus produced conflicting national interests which made a great war possible.
Once the war was over, the President of the United States of America, Woodrow Wilson, played a large role in designing and negotiating the Paris Peace Conference. The conference was supposed to work out the peace treaties between the allies and the defeated Central Powers. In order to decide how land was awarded, one of the jobs of the conference was to assign war guilt: to decide who was responsible for the outbreak of the war.
The student’s role in this lesson is to research the origins of World War I and the findings of the Paris Peace Conference. Each student will be assigned a role in the conference: Students will either be assigned to represent a nation and make a case for themselves at the conference; or they will be assigned the role of the U.S. President Wilson and will present their plan for peace; or, they will be assigned the role of the Peace Conference itself -- to research origins and prepare a statement of guilt.
Some sources of information on available on ProQuest that may help in the search:
From ProQuest Editor’s Choice Websites:
The causes of WWI, including excellent primary sources
http://www.firstworldwar.com/origins/causes.htm
Brief overview of origins of WWI
Causes of WWI
http://www.hyperhistory.com/online_n2/civil_n2/histscript6_n2/wwcause.html
Primary source documents
http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/index.htm
War guilt document from the Paris Peace conference
http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/commissionwarguilt.htm
Through the Browse Topics screen (under World War I), “Armistice” and “treaties” articles can be found in the “aftermath” section; also review the individual nations sections for Austro-Hungarian Empire, Germany, Russia, Serbia (under “others nations”).
Outline of Procedures -- Day One
1.  Make sure students are familiar with a most basic overview of World War I. 
2. Divide the class into six groups representing: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Serbia, Russia, U.S. President Wilson and overseers of the Peace Conference.  
Have students research their group’s role in World War I using ProQuest and the search terms World War I.
Students should research and take notes about everything they can find out about their nation’s role in the origins of the War. Through research and note-taking, they should then begin to build a case against the other nations to prepare for the debate.
3. Students researching U.S. President Wilson should use the same search path listed above to research Wilson’s role in the peace process. They should find out about the “Fourteen Points” that he presented as a plan for the conference.
4. Students researching the Peace Conference itself should research the results of the peace Conference, including its creation of primary source documents like conditions of the Versailles Treaty as well as the War Guilt document (assigning guilt for the war).  Good sources for this group will be: http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/index.htm for primary source documents, plus http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/commissionwarguilt.htm for specific information about war guilt.
Outline of Procedures -- Day Two
5. Have students use their notes from their research to build an argument for debate. 
6. Students representing different nations at the conference should prepare presentations that show that they know the argument against their nation. They should also prepare presentations that argue against another nation’s responsibility. Their job is to convince the peace conference of their innocence -- despite any other claims -- as well as to convince the conference of another nation’s guilt.
7. Students representing President Wilson should prepare an argument for the acceptance of his “Fourteen Points”.
8. Students representing the overseers of the conference should be prepared to judge guilt based on the persuasiveness of their classmates’ arguments, but should also be ready to present the actual findings of the Paris Peace Conference on “War Guilt.”
Sources for writing debates that can be found through ProQuest Editor’s Choice Web Sites include:
http://www.abacon.com/pubspeak/index.html
http://www.proquestk12.com/productinfo/pdfs/MiniDebate_Teachers.pdf
Outline of Procedures -- Day Three
9. Students will present their arguments at a reenactment of the Paris Peace Conference. Teacher should moderate/facilitate the presentations, directing who speaks when. Have the nations take turns presenting, then have the group representing Wilson speak, and lastly, have the group representing the overseers of the conference speak about their findings as a result of the others’ presentations as well as presenting what the original conference decided about War Guilt.
Conclusion/Finished Work
Students present arguments in a reenactment of the Paris Peace Conference. Students turn in any written copies of arguments and presentations
Assessment
Research
· Did students find and use resources on ProQuest?
· Did students locate primary and secondary sources on ProQuest to help them create an argument?
Presentation
· Did students use their research to create an argument?
· Did students develop an argument for debate?
· Did students use evidence from primary and secondary sources to support an argument?
· Were students familiar with arguments both for and against their own case?
Group Work
· Did students share in completing the work required?
· Did each student complete what was required of her/him?
· Did students work together to achieve a common goal?
Optional Extended Enrichment Activities
1. Have students extend their investigation into causality of World War I by researching major events building up to World War I. Students could choose a particular event and write a paper tying that event into the causes of World War I.
2. Have students extend their investigation into the results of World War I by researching further consequences of the War. Students could investigate specific terms of the Treaty of Versailles and predict the kinds of consequences might develop in the world as a result (i.e., assignment of former colonies to new world powers may lead to future power struggles in independent nations; further distinguishing borders in Europe around nationalistic ties may lead to another eruption of violence; squeezing Germany to pay reparations may lead to economic and political unrest in that country, etc.)
3. Students draft their groups’ arguments into formal opinion papers using accepted structures.
Who Started World War I?
A Social Studies Lesson – Student Version
To understand the rise of America as a world leader, we must understand the causes and effects of the “Great War” -- World War I.
World War I had a tremendous impact on world history. The war caused a shift in power away from the colonial empires of Europe and towards the growing power of the United States of America.
These origins of World War I have always been under debate. Who started it? Why? In trying to answer these questions, we must become witnesses to changes that were going on in the world at the time. Many people point the finger at Serbia for starting World War I, due to its role in the assassination of Arch Duke Ferdinand. This assassination is widely believed to be the spark that started the war. But further investigation leads to more questions about the role that other nations played in the outbreak of the war…
Once the war was finally over, the President of the United States of America, Woodrow Wilson, played a large role in designing and negotiating the Paris Peace Conference. The conference was supposed to work out the peace treaties between the allies and the defeated Central Powers. In order to decide how land was awarded, one of the jobs of the conference was to assign war guilt: to decide who was responsible for the outbreak of the war.
Your role is to research the origins of World War I and the findings of the Paris Peace Conference. You will be assigned a role in the conference: You will either be assigned to represent a nation and make a case for yourself at the conference; or you will be assigned the role of the U.S. President Wilson and will present your plan for peace; or, you will be assigned the role of the Peace Conference itself -- to research origins and prepare a statement of guilt.
DURING THIS ACTIVITY…
· You will use online learning resources to learn about the origins of World War I.
· You will use online sources and documents to learn about the responsibility that the key players in the War had in entangling the world into what became known as World War I.
· You will use online sources to learn about the Paris Peace Conference and the role that U.S. President Wilson played in it.
· You will use your research to prepare an argument for debate.
· You will reenact a debate from the Paris Peace Conference about which power was responsible for the outbreak of World War I.
Online Sources

The causes of WWI, including excellent primary sources

http://www.firstworldwar.com/origins/causes.htm
Brief overview of origins of WWI

http://www.flandersfieldsmusic.com/first-worldwar.html
Causes of WWI

http://www.hyperhistory.com/online_n2/civil_n2/histscript6_n2/wwcause.html
Primary source documents

http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/index.htm
War guilt document from the Paris Peace conference

http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/commissionwarguilt.htm
DAY ONE
1. You will be divided into six groups, each representing one of the following:
· Germany
· Austria-Hungary
· Serbia
· Russia
· U.S. President Wilson
· Overseers of the Peace Conference
You will research your group’s role in World War I using online sources and documents. Use either a key word search or a subject/topic search that includes World War I.
You should research and take notes about everything you can find out about your entity’s role in the origins of the War. 
You should then begin to build a case against the other nations for your debate through research and note-taking.
2. If you are researching U.S. President Wilson, you should use the same search path listed above to research Wilson’s role in the Peace Process. You should find out about the “Fourteen Points” that he presented as a plan for the conference.
3. If you are researching the Peace Conference itself, you should research the results of the Paris Peace Conference, including primary source documents like conditions of the Versailles Treaty as well as the War Guilt document (assigning guilt for the war). Good sources for you will be: http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/index.htm for primary source documents, plus http://www.firstworldwar.com/source/commissionwarguilt.htm for specific information about war guilt.
DAY TWO
4. Use your notes from your research to build an argument for debate. Those of you representing different nations at the conference should prepare presentations that show that you know the argument against your nation. You should also prepare presentations that argue against another nation’s responsibility. Your job is to convince the Peace Conference of your innocence -- despite any other claims -- as well as to convince the conference of another nation’s guilt.
5. If you are representing President Wilson, you should prepare an argument for the acceptance of his “Fourteen Points.”
6. If you are representing the overseers of the conference, you should be prepared to judge guilt based on the persuasiveness of your classmates’ arguments. You should also be ready to present the actual findings of the Paris Peace Conference on “War Guilt.”
DAY THREE
7. You will present your arguments at a reenactment of the Paris Peace Conference. 
ASSESSMENT
Research
· Did you find resources using the internet?
· Did you locate primary and secondary sources on the internet to help create an argument?
Presentation
· Did you use your research to create an argument?
· Did you develop an argument for debate?
· Did you use evidence from primary and secondary sources to support an argument?
· Were you familiar with arguments both for and against your own case?
Group Work
· Did you share in completing the work required?
· Did each student complete what was required of her/him?
· Did you work together to achieve a common goal?
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