Assignment:   Write a R.A.F.T. assignment describing “The Encounter” of Christopher Columbus with the Tiano Native Americans.
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Complaint Letter “Talking Points”

· Describe what is going on?


-What are the Spaniards doing to you?


-What did your people do in response?



-Describe, in detail, what you want Spain to do after they read this.
· Who is getting the Gold for the Spaniards?

· How are the Spanish treating the Natives?



-How are the Taino’s being punished? Why are they being punished?



-Talk about the cutting off of body parts



-the use of dogs

· Why are the Taino’s becoming extinct? 

· Would God approve of this? (Remember—the Spanish were VERY RELIGIOUS)

	Historical Words

Spaniard or Spaniards

Exploration

Profit

Reasons

Disease

Navigation

Kingdom

Small pox

Asia

Middle East

Ships

Gold

Spices

Silks

Power

Empire

Portugal

Taino

Gold mines

Maps

New World

Horses

Swords

Attack dogs

torture
	Informative / Expressive words

My viewpoint is….

You must know about this…

I am disgusted…

I am upset because…

I beg of you…

You must…

Please consider…

I insist that you…

My display definitely …

My display must be chosen…

I recommend…

My viewpoint is better because…

We must show this version…


Grading Rubric
	IDEAS AND CONTENT
	
	VOICE

	5 – Focused, clear, specific. It keeps the reader’s attention.

a) I know a lot about this topic and added interesting tidbits

b) I showed what was happening instead of telling.

c) My topic was small enough to handle.

d) I can easily answer the question, “what is the point of this paper/story?”
	
	5 – Really individual and powerful. My paper has personality and sounds different from the way anyone else writes.

a) I have put my personal stamp on this. It’s me!

b) Readers can tell I’m talking right to them.

c) I write with confidence and security.

d) My paper is full of feelings and the reader will know how I feel.

e) Nobody else sounds like this!


	3- Some really good parts, some not there yet!
a) Some things are new, other things everyone else already knows.

b) Details are general (nice, fun, some, good.)

c) I’m still thinking aloud on paper. I’m looking for a good idea.

d) Maybe I’ll write about this or maybe I’ll write about that.
	
	3 – Individuality fades in and out. What I truly think and feel only shows up sometimes.

a) Although the readers will understand what I mean, it won’;t make them feel like laughing, crying, or pounding on the table. 

b) My writing is right on the edge of being funny, excited, scary, or honest—but it is not there yet.

c) My personality pokes through here and there but gets covered again.

d) My writing is pleasant, but cautious.

e) I’ve done more telling than showing.


	1) Just beginning to figure out what I want to say.

a) I haven’t shared much information.

b) My details are so vague it’s hard to picture anything.

c) Maybe I’ll write about this or maybe I’ll write about that…
	
	1 – Not me yet. I’m not comfortable or don’t know what I truly think or feel yet.

a) If you didn’t already know, you might not know who wrote this paper.

b) My paper makes the reader yawn.

c) My paper makes the reader yawn.




Ideas’ and content = 75% (1-5) _____ total pts. _____/75

Voice = 25% (1-5) total pts. ____/25

Total Pts. _________












The letter should have an introduction, body paragraph that organizes your complaints, and conclusion.








-Inform your audience!





-Due at the END of class!!!





Role:  You’re a Tiano Chief in 1492





Audience: The people of Spain





Format: A letter of complaint





Topic: What is happening to your people in San Salvador/Hispaniola? 








-Inform your audience!


	-Describe how the Europeans are different than your people





	-How did you greet the Europeans? How did they treat you?





	-What are your people experiencing?





	-What do you want to happen as a result of this complaint letter?











